Survey on Doctoral Education

The survey takes about 30 minutes to complete.

All answers are strictly confidential. Your name and address will NOT BE CONNECTED to your
answers. All data will be only identified by the code number above.

If you have any questions, please contact us by email at phd-survey@wcer.wisc.edu or call
608/265-5647.

INSTRUCTIONS:
* Answer the questions candidly and to the best of your ability.

¢ To answer questions circle the numbers in pen or pencil.

* We invite you to elaborate on any answers by writing comments in the margins or on the
space at the end of the survey.

* When answering the questions, please use the definitions in the glossary below.

* When you are finished, please mail the survey back in the postage paid envelope provided.

ELECTRONIC SURVEY VERSION:

If you prefer to take this survey electronically, a web-based version can be found at:
www.phd-survey.org

You will need a code number to enter the web-based survey — use the number that appears on the
label at the top of this page.

GLOSSARY

* Doctoral program means your current program at your current university. In some cases a
program is the same as a department, sometimes a program crosses several departments, and
sometimes a department includes several programs. Some programs start students with a
master’s degree program that rolls into a doctoral program: in this case refer to your
experiences in both programs together.

¢ Advisor means the one faculty member you have as your academic advisor, dissertation
chair, or research supervisor whom you consider your primary formal advisor. If you have
co-advisors, answer questions in reference to the one person with whom you work most
closely.

* Research means the research and scholarship related to your own dissertation.
* Dissertation topic refers to the project(s) or subject of your dissertation.

* Term means an academic semester or quarter.




SECTION A: EXPERIENCES AS A GRADUATE STUDENT

To start with, we would like to learn about where you are in ybur doctoral program and
about your dissertation research and advisor.

Al.

A2,

A3.

A4,

What is your field of study? Select the one field that is closest to yours.

_____ ArtHistory _______ Philosophy
_____ Sociology __ Psychology
____ Ecology __ Molecular/Cellular Biology
_ Chemistry __ Geology
______ History __ English
Mathematics Other:

When did you begin your current doctoral program? (If you are in a program where you first
did a master’s and then continued in the Ph.D. program at the same institution list the start
of the master’s years.)

Month 19

What has your pattern of enrollment been?

a.  During academic years I have primarily enrolled (select one):

Part-time

Full-time

b.  During summers I have primarily spent my time (select one):

__ Enrolled

Not enrolled, primarily doing work related to my doctoral program

Not enrolled, primarily doing work not related to my doctoral program

c. Ihave taken at least one term off (excluding summer) during this doctoral program
(select one): :

Yes
No

Tell us the name of your program and department:




AS. A doctoral program has many requirements that students must fulfill. Typical requirements
are listed here. Indicate if it is not a requirement of your program, if this requirement
remains to be completed, or if you have completed this requirement. Circle the number that
best applies. If you completed it, but it is not a requirement, circle 1.

Not a requirement  Remains to be | have
in my program completed completed

the program
tive exams)

h. Oral defense of completed dissertation 1 2 3

A6. Research is conducted in many ways and in many settings. Tell us how you conduct your
dissertation research.

a. My dissertation research is done primarily (select one):

As part of a large research group (12 or more people, including advisor, faculty,
students, post docs)

As part of a small research group (fewer than 12 people, including advisor,
faculty, students, post docs)

Not in a group, but in close collaboration with a faculty member.

Individually, with some input from faculty.

b. My dissertation research consists of several discrete projects, that will be collected
together in the dissertation.

Yes
No

c. My dissertation research setting is primarily (select one):

Lab based
Library based .
Field based

Other. Specify:




A7. Students select their dissertation topics in many different ways. Rate the extent to which
each statement describes your dissertation topic. Circle the number that best applies.

Strongly Strongly
Disagree  Disagree __ Agree Agree

Of my dissertation topic, I would say:

_a. My dissertation topic was solely of my own choosing.

b. My dissertation topic is related to-work being done by my 1 2 3 4
advisor or my advnsor s research group.

"._c My advnsor has spec1al experti: : t_épi :

d. I am satisfied with the manner in which I came to my 1 2 3 4
dissertation topic.

interests me a great deal.

- These next questions are about your advisor. Advisor means the one faculty member you
have as your academic advisor, dissertation chair, or research supervisor whom you
consider your primary formal advisor. If you have co-advisors, answer questions in
reference to the one person with whom you work most closely.

A8. Do you currently have an advisor?

Yes

No — IFNO, SKIP TO QUESTION B1.

A9. Did you have an advisor immediately upon beginning the doctoral program? If your program
started with a master’s degree, consider that the beginning of your doctoral program. _

Yes
No

A10. Tell us about your relationship with your advisor. Rate the extent to which each statement
describes your relationship. Circle the number that best applies.

Strongly Strongly
Disagree  Disagree Agree Agree

Of my advisor, I would say:

b. I am satisfied with the process by which I came to have 1 2 3 4
my current aclvxsor :

¢. The manner in whlch I came to work with my ad or
~is typical in this department.

d. I am satisfied with the amount and quality of time 1 2 3 4
spent with my advisor.



A11. Students and advisors match up in a variety of ways. Bearing in mind that the exact process
you used may not be listed, select the one statement that best describes the way you matched
up with your advisor.

I came to this program planning to work with my advisor.
I selected my advisor after I started the program.

I switched to my advisor after I started the program, although I was initially with
another advisor with whom I expected to complete my degree.

I switched to my advisor after I started the program; most students are expected to
make such a switch.

1 was assigned to my advisor. —p IF ASSIGNED, SKIP TO QUESTION A13.

A12. Students choose to work with a particular faculty member as their advisor for a variety of
reasons. Rate the extent to which each statement describes why you chose your advisor.
Circle the number that best applies.

. i : . Notatall  Minor Major
| ;elgcteq my adylsor because shg or he_. | artesson  reason reason
a. Is doing interesting research. 200 003
b. Has a reputation for getting students through the process in a 1 2 3

timely manner.

c. Had 'mbnéy__to supportme o

d Has mtellectual mterests that match mine.

ous dlssertatlon._

n. Other. Specify: 1 2 3




A13. Advisors engage in many different behaviors. For each of these statements, indicate the
extent that it DESCRIBES THE BEHAVIOR of your advisor. Circle the number in the first
column that best applies.

A14. Many students consider other faculty members to be their mentors. For each of these
statements, indicate the extent that it DESCRIBES THE BEHAVIOR of your faculty
mentor(s) who are not your advisor. Circle the number in the second column that best applies. If
there is no other faculty member whom you consider a mentor leave A14 blank.

Al3 Al4

ADVISOR MENTOR(S)

Strongly Strongly | Strongly Strongly
Disagree  Disagree A ; Disagree Disagree Agree  Agree

My advisor and other mentor(s):

b. Are available to me when I need 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
to talk about my program and my
_progress in the rogram

e

Give me regular and constructive 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
feedback on my research.

f. Provide me with information 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
about ongoing research relevant
to my work.

h. Help me secure funding for my 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
graduate studies.

1. Advocate for me with others 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
when necessary

v1d el otlonal support

n. Are sensitive to my needs. 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4



Al3 Al4
ADVISOR MENTOR(S)
. . Strongly | Strongl Strongl
) N:I_y.adwsor and other mentor (S) Aqreey Disag?e)é _Disagree Agree A’\qre?ey

1. Provide direct assessments of my 1 2 3 4
~ progress.

t. See me as a source of labor to 1 2 3 4
~advance his/her research.

v. Give me regular and constructive 1 2 3 4
feedback on my progress toward
degree completion.

x. Solicit my input on matters of 1 2 3 4
teaching and research.

4




SECTION B. DESCRIPTION OF YOUR DOCTORAL PROGRAM AND DEPARTMENT

In this section we are interested in learning about the details of your doctoral program
and your perceptions of your experiences. Doctoral program means your current
program and department at your current university.

B1. One aspect of a doctoral program is the structure of the program. Indicate the extent to
which each statement describes the structure of your program. Circle the number that best

applies.

Strongly Strongly
Disagree Disaq_ ree

Oof my doctoral program I wcmld say:

b. I understand the requirements in my program.

¢. Some of the exams and other hurdles (quahhers, prehms,
orals, etc.) seem arbitrary and unhelpful.

d. My coursework has given me a broad foundation of
led related f‘elds d subs ecialities.

_a_q_]or it to

f. Tam annually reviewed to assess my progress. 1 2 3 4

B2. Another aspect of a doctoral program is the ways the students in the program act. For each
of these statements, indicate the extent to which it describes students in your program.
Circle the number that best applies.

Strongly Strongly
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree

Of students in my program, I would say:

- the program at the same time.

students cornplam of feelmg expicnted by the faculty

_eczsxons that affect

d. Students freely share information with each other about 1 2 3 4
opportumtles and how to get through the program.

e, Students have llttle contact with each other.

f. Students must compete with each other for faculty time and 1 2 3 4
attention.

'. g'. Experienced students mentor newer students.

h. I am part of a supportive student community in my program. 1

i. 1 am part of a supportive student commumty outsude my 2
program. oo




B3. Another aspect of a doctoral program is the ways the faculty members in the program act.
For each of these statements, indicate the extent to which it describes faculty in your

program. Circle the number that best applies.

Of faculty in my program, I would say: Strongly

Disagree Disagree Agree

Strongly

f. Faculty appear to give most of the attention and resources to a 1
of students.

j. Faculty carefully guard results and new ideas from others in 1
the field.

Agree




Following is a list of issues and concerns that often face doctoral students.

B4. Since you started your program, have you developed clear understandings regarding these
items? In the first column, circle the number that best applies. If not applicable to you, leave blank.
BS.

What was your primary source of information regarding these items? In the second column,

circle the number that best matches the source of your information. Only select one. If this was never

made clear to you, leave BS blank.

B4

I HAVE A CLEAR
UNDERSTANDING

Not at Some-
all what  Very
Clear

Issue or concern:

Clear Clear

B5
PRIMARY INFORMATION
SOéJRCE

3
o
¥ &S @

& & &
P &S

f. Customary practices regarding publication: when 1 2 3
and how to submit, etc.

h. Customary practices for the appropriate use of 1 2 3
~ research funds.

j. Customary practices for reviewing and refereeing 1 2 3
academic papers fairly.

k. Customary practices iny
- subjects, animal care,

1. Customary practices regarding appropriate sexual 1 2 3
1d romantic relationships with undergradu

n. Customary practices for using copyrighted 1 2 3
material or material written by others.

for grading student work.

p. Customary practices for avoiding conflict of
interest: industry funding, consultir_lg, etc.

.q. Custo_m'a_r'y'pf ctices regarding patent policies.




Following is a list of resources and programs that some campuses have for doctoral

students.

10

B6. For each resource or program listed below, tell us if it is available to doctoral students like

you. Circle the number in the first column that best applies.

B7. IFITIS AVAILABLE, have you used that resource or participated in that program? Circle the
number in the second column that best applies. If it is not available or don’t know, leave B7 blank.

B8. IFIT IS AVAILABLE, do faculty in your program encourage students to use the resource or
participate in the program? Circle the number in the third column that best applies. If it is not

available or you don’t know, leave B8 blank.

B6 B7
AVAILABLE | USED
Don't

Resource or program: No know Yes No Yes

B8

ENCOURAGED

b. A university-wide orientation for 1 2 3 1 2
graduate students.

d. A graduate student handbook for the 1 2 3 1 2
University.

I. A career planning workshop on the 1 2 3 1 2
academic job search.
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Following is a list of opportunities that some campuses have for doctoral students.

B9. For each opportunity listed below, tell us if it is available to doctoral students like you.

Circle the number in the first column that best applies.

B10. IFIT IS AVAILABLE, have you participated in that opportunity? Circle the number in the
second column that best applies. If it is not available or you don’t know, leave B10 blank.

B11. IFIT IS AVAILABLE, do faculty in your program encourage students to participate in that

opportunity? Circle the number in the third column that best applies. If it is not available or don’t

know, leave B11 blank.

B9 B10 B11
AVAILABLE | USED ENCOURAGED
Don't o@&b o 3 6‘&
. on g 5 N
OpportunltY' No  know  Yes No Yes éé"o ‘;@?} ‘(5&0 Qé\ ‘é&

b. An organized trip to another campus to 1 2 3
learn about being a faculty member in
~ another setting.

d. Progressively more responsible roles in 1 2 3
teaching.

f. Opportunity to participate in campus 1 2 3
or department governance (e.g., serve
on committees).

h. Opportunity to work on another 1 2 3
campus (e.g., teaching a course).

j. Workshop/seminar on faculty roles and 1 2 3
responsibilities.

1. Workshop/seminar on history, mission 1 2 3

el purpose of higher-education
‘m. Workshop/semis ar
_and administratic
universities.

o>
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B12. Have you ever participated in a Preparing Future Faculty program?

Yes
No

B13. If you could go back in time and start your doctoral program over, knowing what you know
now, which decisions would you change? Circle the number that best applies.

No Maybe Yes

If I did it over, I woulc_l: __

f. Change my decision about taking time off during my 1
doctoral program

h. Take more courses outside of department.

Which courses?

B14. Knowing everything that you know now, what advice would you give others entering or in
the early years of graduate school? If you need it, there is more space at the end of the survey.
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SECTION C: CAREER PLANS

Now we would like to learn about your plans and dreams for the future. Doctoral

students consider a wide range of career options. Furthermore, their plans change over
time.

First, consider what you currently hope and plan to pursue as a career after you complete
your doctorate and any postdoctoral training you anticipate.

C1. Currently, how strong is your interest in or desire for each of these career options? Circle the
choice that best applies to you now in the first column.

C2. Since you began your program, has your interest in this option decreased, stayed the same,
or increased? Circle your choice in the second column.

C1 Cc2
MY CURRENT CHANGE IN INTEREST
INTEREST & DESIRE SINCE | BEGAN PROGRAM
Career option: Stayed the

Not at all Possibly Definitely | Decreased Same Increased

o

b. To teach, but not in a college or
university setting

¢ To conduct research in a college or
_ university (non-faculty job)

d. To become an administrator in a 1 2 3 1 2 3
college or university

onduct research in bus
ustry, or the private

f. To become an administrator/manager 1 2 3 1 2 3
in business, industry, or the private
sector

h. To become an administrator/manager 1 2 3 1 2 3
in a non-profit, public service, or
government agency

To wor mdéimndently, e.g.,
_consultant, writer

j- To start my own business




14

Regardless of your current interest and desire, we now want you to consider how

realistic it would be for you to pursue each career option.

C3. Currently, how realistic would it be for you to pursue each of these career possibilities?

Circle the number that best applies to you now in the first column.

C4. Since you began your program, has your perception of how realistic it is to pursue each
option decreased, stayed the same, or increased? Circle your choice in the second column.

a3

MY CURRENT
PERCEPTION AS REALISTIC

Cgfeelf option: Not

Il Possi

Cc4

CHANGE IN PERCEPTION
SINCE | BEGAN PROGRAM

Decreased

Stayed the

Increased

Definitely

b. To teach, but not in a college or
universi

d. To become an administrator in a 1 2 3
college or university

f. To become an administrator/manager 1 2 3
in business, industry, or the private

3

2 3
3
2 3

h. To become an administrator/manager 1 2 3
in a non-profit, public service, or
government agency




CS.  Help us to understand the influences on your career goals and plans. Please elaborate on
whether, how and why your career goals and plans have changed during your time in your
doctoral program. What experiences have affected your goals and plans? Be as specific as
you like.

15
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In this section we want to learn about your interest in various aspects of a faculty job and

SECTION D: EXPECTATIONS OF THE FACULTY JOB
the preparation you believe you are receiving for that job.

Are you considering a faculty job at any point in the future?

D1.
Yes
Perhaps
No ——5p IF NO, SKIP TO SECTION E.
D2. At what kind of institution would you prefer to be employed? Circle the number that best
applies in the first column.
D3. At what kind of institution do you think it is likely that you will be employed? Circle the
number that best applies in the second column.
D2 D3
PREFERENCE LIKELIHOOD
s smctitilon- Notat Some Not Some Ve
Kind Of me'f“tFOn- al___what ikely _ what Iikerl})’z
/0 year community colleg e
b. Four year liberal arts college, with predominantly 1 2 3 1 2 3
undergraduates (Oberlin, College of Wooster) _
o = owith - - 5 3 T .;5113“;::3 :
1 2 3 1 2
a2

d. Large university, with undergraduates, master’s,
~and doctoral students (Michi S

Very
Interested

Very
Uninterested Uninterested

in your career. Circle the number that best applies.

Campus activity:
b. Serve on the academic senate or university
governing body. _
“c. Get involved in activities with -
undergraduates outside of class (e.g., student
clubs, in the dorms)

D4. Some faculty members are involved with campus life in ways that other faculty members are
not. For each of these activities, indicate how interested you are in doing this at some point
Interested
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SECTION E: BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Finally, help us to know a little more about you. For each question, check the selection
that best applies to you.

El. __  Male _ Female

E2. ____ Single __ Married or partnered

E3. ____ Nochildren _____ Have dependent children living with me

E4. US Citizen Permanent Resident Non-US Citizen

ES. If US Citizen, what is your ethnic background? Select one.

African American Native American - Alaska Native
Asian American - Pacific Islander Caucasian
Chicano/a - Hispanic - Latino/a Other. Specify:

E6. When were you born?

a. Birth year: 19
b. Birth Month:

E7. Year received bachelor’s degree: 19

E8. Have you been enrolled in a doctoral program prior to this one?

Yes No

If yes, what was different? Check all that apply.

Different discipline

Different institution

Different advisor

E9. What is the highest level of education reached by your family members? Circle the number
that corresponds with the highest level reached by any family member in each category. If
you do not have such a family member, leave blank.

No Some Bachelor’s Master’s or
College _ College Degree Professional Degree

Highe;fc fl_ggref: reac“hed.b : Doctorate

_a. Any parent or guardian

~b. Any sibling




Here is the chance to share some final thoughts.

E10. This summer we plan to interview a subset of survey respondents in greater depth. Would
you be willing to be interviewed?

Yes. You may contact me to discuss an interview.
Maybe. I need more information, you may contact me to talk further.
If Yes or Maybe, please tell us how to reach you.

You can reach me at this email address:

or this phone number:

No. I am not interested in an interview,

E11. Please use this space to elaborate on your answer to any question, or to tell us anything else
you would like us to know about your doctoral education experience.



Thank you again for your help and thoughtful participation in this survey.
We expect to begin to publish our results in the spring of 2000.



Please return the survey in the postage paid envelope

If you no longer have the envelope, then.....

mailed with the survey. Thanks!

Fold the survey in half along this line. Fasten shut and mail. Thanks!

Survey on Doctoral Education
1025 W. Johnson St., Room 570
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Madison, WI 53705
phd-survey@wecer.wisc.edu
608/265-5647

Survey on Doctoral Education

1025 W. Johnson St., Room 570
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Madison, WI 53705

Mail in postage
paid enveiope, or
affix 55¢ postage

Staple or tape shut



